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21 March 2017
Ms Claire Gardiner-Barnes
Deputy Secretary

Freight, Strategy and Planning

Transport for NSW

18 Lee Street

Chippendale NSW 2008
City West Cycle Link
Dear Ms Gardiner-Barnes,

The Inner West Bicycle Coalition is comprised of members of the bicycle user groups AshBug, Bike Leichhardt and Bike Marrickville, formed to work more closely with the new Inner West Council resulting from the merger of the former Ashfield, Leichhardt and Marrickville councils. All these groups are affiliated with Bicycle NSW.
The cycling community have long supported using the Lilyfield rail corridor to provide a flat, traffic free cycle link from the inner west suburbs to the City. This link would complete the popular Greenway corridor which links Cooks River and Iron Cove. It would link the Greenway to the city via the Anzac Bridge Cycleway.
In 2011 Bike Sydney (the bicycle user group for the City of Sydney) and Bicycle NSW proposed the City West Cycle Link http://citywestcyclelink.org.au/concept/ using the Lilyfield rail corridor as a result of an engineering feasibility study carried out by a reputable engineering firm. 
For various reasons the successful Dulwich Hill Light Rail project took priority and the Greenway extension through the rail corridor was disregarded. We would have preferred if the two projects had been undertaken concurrently so that the obvious synergy of the two projects could have been achieved.
Our group believes that the provision of this cycle facility would provide a dramatic improvement in cycling conditions in the inner west. It would result in a substantial take up in cycling from the catchments of the Cooks River to the south and the Parramatta River to the west. It would also leverage dual mode possibilities for passengers wishing to access the light rail.
Sydney’s Cycling Future has correctly identified the Lilyfield corridor as one of the major regional cycling routes to the City that needs improving to attract wider ridership. Currently the existing road route, even with its steep gradients, provides a popular link only for fitter, more experienced, traffic tolerant cycle commuters. However, the steep grades on Lilyfield Road are a deterrent to the take up of cycling by the wider community.

The anticipated increase of cycling from the west will not come about by the proposed RMS treatment of a bi-directional cycleway along Lilyfield Road, although it may have benefits for local movements. The treatment also has serious design flaws, particularly on the steep sections between Catherine Street and Hawthorne Canal. In addition it does not resolve the problem of the narrow footbridge connection to the Anzac Bridge cycleway at Victoria Road as this is not included in the GHD Woodhead brief. The RMS design received many critical comments at the latest viewing on 29 November 2016 and is currently being re-worked. We see the RMS Lilyfield Rd proposal as an interim measure for the regional cycle route until the rail corridor can be utilised.
The Lilyfield rail corridor could be used to leverage the health, environmental and cost benefits of cycling as a means of mobility for the 70% of the community who have a desire to use cycling for their transport needs. Sydney’s Cycling Future points out that the current low cycling modal share is due to lack of attractive cycling facilities and perceived safety concerns. These impediments could be overcome by building the City West Cycle Link. It could assist in mitigating the effect of induced motor traffic generated by housing and development in the White Bay area resulting from the proposed Bays Precinct plans. 
The currently increasing problems of road congestion, decreased air quality and lack of open exercise space could be greatly mitigated in the inner west by this project. It would substantially aid the objectives of the Greater Sydney Commission in providing sustainable and healthy links to employment, education and recreation.
We acknowledge that the provision of a cycle route through the Lilyfield rail corridor would present some coordination challenges during construction and subsequent operation but we believe the benefits of this community asset would far outweigh the short term inconvenience. The construction of the cycleway could be performed in less busy times and buses could be used to replace trams to provide continuity of service as has been the case for past remediation works on the light rail. Appropriate separation would be installed to ensure light rail and cycleway operational integrity.
We are acutely aware of the transport demands on the inner west and the rapidly emerging possibilities that the Westconnex and Bays Precinct projects present for the rail corridor. Our members have been engaging with Urban Growth in the White Bay area and with Sydney Motorway Corporation to ensure that the proposed (ex Rozelle rail yards) parklands will have the best possible cycle links. We believe that the community is seeking the active transport possibilities that the cycleway through the rail corridor could bring.
We would like Transport for NSW to give serious consideration to this proposal to ensure the City West Cycle Link is built in the rail corridor, through the parklands and linked to the City and the Greenway at Hawthorne Canal.
We are seeking a meeting with your planning officers to discuss this matter in greater depth.
Yours sincerely

Neil Tonkin

Advocacy Coordinator

Inner West Bicycle Coalition

